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their reason; whilst those who retain their wits are love-sick
for the rest of their lives, and declare that no blame attaches
to Zelikha, since it is impossible not to be smitten by such
beauty; and they there and then offer themselves to Joseph,
since he cares not for Zelikha. This makes Joseph pray to
God to send him to prison, where he will at least be safe
from women and their importunity. When the ladies see
this obduracy, they advice Zelikha to throw the youth into
prison until he consents to comply with her wishes.

That night, accordingly, the lady suggests to her husband
that the best way to clear her name before the people
would be to send Joseph to prison, having first paraded him
as a criminal through the city on an ass's back, proclaiming
at the same time that such is the reward of him who abuses
his master's trust; for no one would believe she loved the
lad when she allowed him to be treated in this fashion.
The Grandee consents, and so Joseph is disgraced and led
to prison; but no sooner is he there than Zelikha sends
word to the gaoler to treat him with all honour and kindness.
Separated from her beloved, the lady knows no peace; she
wanders to and fro in her lonely palace, and seeks to solace
herself with kissing the different garments that Joseph has
worn. In her despair she even seeks to kill herself, and is
prevented from doing so only by the intervention of her
faithful nurse. Eager to see again her beloved, Zelikha goes
with her nurse to the prison, where, hidden in a corner,
they gaze on Joseph, whom they find occupied in prayer.
And so for many a day the unhappy lady finds her only
consolation in surreptitious visits such as this, and in gazing
on the prison-roof from the terrace of her palace.

Meanwhile Joseph in the gaol makes friends of the other
prisoners by his kindly sympathy and by his gift of the
interpretation of dreams. Amongst these prisoners are two